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STANDING ORDERS

PETITIONS

	

	17.
	It shall be incumbent on every Member presenting a Petition to be acquainted with the contents thereof, and to ascertain that it is respectful, decorous, and temperate in language.  Every Member presenting a Petition shall affix that Member's name at the head thereof.

	Duties of Member presenting a petition

	18.
	Every Petition must contain the Prayer of the Petitioner or Petitioners at the end thereof, and must be signed by them.

	Prayer and signature required

	19.
	No letters or other documents shall be attached to, or accompany any Petition.
	No attachments

	20.
	No Petition shall make reference to any debate in the Synod / te Hīnota.
	No reference to Synod / Hīnota debate

	21.
	Every Member presenting a Petition shall be confined to a statement of the parties from whom it comes, of the number of signatures attached to it, and the material allegations contained in it, to the reading of the Prayer thereof, and to the expression of that Member's assent to or dissent from the allegations or Prayer thereof.
	Manner of presentation

	22.
	After a Petition has been presented the question shall be immediately put that the Petition be received; if this be carried the Petition shall forthwith, without any debate or discussion, stand referred to the Order Paper Committee, whose duty it shall be to consider the same and to report thereon to Synod / te Hīnota as soon as possible as to whether such Petition is in compliance with the Standing Orders, whether the subject matters of such Petition are within the jurisdiction of the Synod / te Hīnota and whether the Petition is otherwise unobjectionable.
	Petition referred to Committee

	23.
	Upon the receipt and consideration of the Report of the Order Paper Committee upon such Petition, the Synod / te Hīnota may, if of opinion that the Petition is not in order, by Motion without notice direct that the  Petition  be not allowed to proceed; but if of opinion that the Petition is in order, the Synod / te Hīnota may similarly, by motion without notice, direct that the Petition be read or printed, and be forthwith referred to a Select Committee to be then appointed by the Synod / te Hīnota, whose duty it shall be to consider and report generally to the Synod / te Hīnota upon such Petition.

	Petition received, but not read or printed unless ordered
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